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WHITE LAKE PLANNING BOARD 
AGENDA  
7:00 P.M.  

January 16, 2025 

To:  Chairman Joy Warren & White Lake Planning Board Members 

From:  Sean Martin, Town Administrator/Interim Clerk to P&Z Board 

CC:   Lee Cain, Zoning Assistant 
         Dale Brennan, Fire Chief 
         Kevin Taylor, Public Works Director 

Date: January 16, 2025 

 Re:  Planning Board Agenda Items 

Invocation 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 Agenda Items:  
1. Approval of Minutes: November 21, 2024, Meeting (ITEM#A)

2. Stormwater Ordinance Project Kick-Off (ITEM#B)

3. Stormwater Ordinance Draft Existing Conditions Review

4. Other Business

5. Open Forum:  Three minutes per citizen.  Please state name and address.

 Adjourn  



MINUTES 
OF THE 

TOWN OF WHITE LAKE 
PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

 November 21, 2024 
7:00 P.M. 

The White Lake Planning Board met in the Town Hall, 1879 White Lake Dr., White Lake, North Carolina 

at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 21, 2024. Those present were Vice-Chair Paul Norris, Sarah Cook, 

Jonathan Langston, Hope Campbell, Wade Lowry, and Sky Moore. Sean Martin, Town Administrator was 

also present, and severed as Clerk to the Board. Absent were Chairwoman Joy Warren, Lisa Young, and 

Stephanie Ensminger.  

Vice-Chair Paul Norris declared a quorum, called the meeting to order and gave the invocation. 

Vice-Chair Paul Norris recited the pledge of allegiance. 

Approval of Minutes Vice-Chair Pual Norris called for approval of the minutes of the February 15th, 2024 
meeting. There being no further discussion, Hope Campbell moved, seconded by Wade Lowry TO 
APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 15, 2024 MEETING (Unanimous in favor). 

Planning Board Members Term Expiration: Town Administrator informed the Board that Wade Lowry’s 
term expired, and the Bladen County Commissioners nominated Mr. Lowry to another term pending his 
approval. Vice-Chair Paul Norris asked Mr. Lowry for his decision, AND CONFIRMED WADE LOWRY’S 
REAPOINTMENT TO ANOTHER 3-YEAR TERM ON THE PLANNING BOARD (Unanimous in favor). 

Stormwater Ordinance Legal Review: Town Administrator Sean Martin gave an update from Catherine 
G. Clodfelter and Andrew P. Tableing of Parker Poe concerning suggested revisions of the draft
stormwater ordinance. Following their review, Ms. Clodfelter suggested changing enforcement language
in the ordinance from a mandatory enforcement standard to a discretionary enforcement standard. This
suggestion was made after review of North Carolina law suggested this approach would not create a risk
of challenge and would allow the Town to decide upon its own future practices for stormwater
management.

Stormwater Draft Proposal - WithersRavenel: Sean Martin, Town Administrator presented the 
stormwater draft proposal from WithersRavenel to utilize one the Town’s on-call engineer agreement to 
develop and implement a stormwater ordinance for the Town of White Lake. Mr. Martin explained that the 
Town had done considerable stormwater work over the past couple of years, but this project was needed 
to combine those efforts into an ordinance to work in conjunction with the Town’s Zoning Code. Mr. Martin 
further explained that the engineering firm would work with the Planning Board on this project before 
ultimately recommending an ordinance to the Board of Commissioners with their approval. There being 
no further discussion, Hope Campbell moved, seconded by Jonathon Langston TO RECOMMEND THE 
STORMWATER DRAFT PROPOSAL TO THE BOARD OF COMMISISONERS FOR APPROVAL 
(Unanimous in favor). 

Planning Board Utilization: Sean Martin, Town Administrator, updated the Planning Board on future 
plans at the Administration level to provide support for the Planning Board moving forward. One of the 
changes mentioned involved restructuring the Town Clerk position to function as a liaison between the 
Planning Board and the Board of Commissioners. Mr. Martin also indicated the Council has expressed 
interested in moving forward with stormwater related projects, which would directly involve input from the 
Planning Board. Mr. Martin concluded by expressing his gratitude for the Planning Board’s service to the 
community, and that he looked forward to transitioning the Board to a proactive role in 2025 and beyond. 

Other Business: 
1. Wade Lowry – ETJ sign needs to be looked at and possible replaced.
2. Planning Board Members would request to postpose the December 19th meeting to January 16th,

2025.
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Open Forum: Three (3) minutes per citizen. Should state name and address. 

No public comments received. 

Meeting Adjourned 
Submitted by: 

__________________________ 
Sean Martin, Town Administrator 

Approved: 

_______________________________  
Joy Warren, Chairwoman 
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TOWN OF WHITE LAKE STORMWATER ORDINANCE: PROJECT KICKOFF INFORMATION 

Project Information 
Project Name: Town of White Lake Stormwater Ordinance 

Engineering Firm: WithersRavenel 

Project Purpose 
Develop a Stormwater Ordinance for the Town of White Lake that provides authority to enforce practices 

that would aid the Town in reducing stormwater runoff volume and pollutants. Ordinance will be 

customized to fit the specific needs of the Town and is complementary to previous and ongoing Town 

initiatives and projects. 

Project Background 
• Town had a Draft Stormwater Ordinance Developed as part of a 205J Grant effort. It was never

adopted.

• Town was awarded $82,500 in December 2022 from the Golden LEAF Foundation to develop a

stormwater management plan. As part of that plan (adopted March 2024), there was a review of

stormwater management techniques and regulatory policies in select peer communities and

recommendations for policy considerations.

Why Develop a Stormwater Ordinance? 
• Stormwater management is a critical component of environmental protection and sustainable

development. With increasing urbanization and changing weather patterns, managing stormwater

effectively is more important than ever for protecting water quality, preventing flooding, and

safeguarding man-made structures and natural ecosystems.

• Urbanization causes significant changes in stormwater runoff characteristics, including increased

volume and rate of runoff entering streams and the storm sewer infrastructure and reduced

amounts of water filtering into the soil. Such changes cause:

o increased erosion and in-stream scour,

o increased sediment deposition,

o degradation of water quality,

o peak storm flows that are higher and faster,

o more frequent flooding, and

o negative effects on stream ecological communities.
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Project Timeline/Milestones 

Project Task Overview 

Attachment 
• Project Contract

Project 
Kickoff

Review 
Existing 

Documents

Develop 
Draft 

Ordinance

Town and 
Planning 
Review 

and Input

Draft 
Finalization

Rollout 
for 

Adoption

Adoption 
and 

Project 
Close-

Out

January 
2025

January 
2025

February 
2024

March 2025 April 2025 June 2025

Review Existing 
Documents 

•Review of Existing
Documents to
ensure any draft is
complementary to
other regulations
and plans

•Existing Town
Ordinances

•Previous Draft
Stormwater
Ordinance from
205J Grant

•Land Use Master
Plan

•Bladen County
Land Use Plan and
Stormwater
Regulations

•Peer Community
Ordinance Review

Develop Draft 
Stormwater 
Ordinance 

•Team to prepare
"working"
Ordinance based on
state standards and
information
gathered during
existing document
review

•Team to provide
"working" draft to
Town and Planning
Board. Two rounds
of review and
comments are
anticipated

Rollout and Approval 
of Ordinance

•Assit Town to
notice the
ordinance for
adoption following
Town procedure

•Presentation to
Town Board of
Commissioners for
approval
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